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                              March  2009 

              News from the desk of Alan Turner. 

 I will start this newsletter with an apology for 

missing the last two editions.Though not all my 

ŦŀǳƭǘΣL ŀƳ ǎƻǊǊȅ ŀǎ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘhe intention of SMAC to miss one. 

A lot seems to be happening at the club lately with the membership ranks continuing to swell,and 

Ƴŀƴȅ ƴŜǿ ŦŀŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǇǇŜŀǊƛƴƎΣŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǿƘƻƳΣLΩƳ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƭǳōΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ,and are all happy to pitch in and help.This was evident at the FLY IN HOBBIES 

INVITATIONAL SCALE DAY held on the 22nd March.I arrived just a tad late at about 8.05am,and 

members were already there setting up the site.In no time the marquee was erected,the bunting 

was up,the PA system in place,and background music playing.A huge thank you to all those helpers,it 

made my job as Contest Director so much easier,and enabled me to relax and wait for the pre flight 

briefing  to start.All pilots arrived in plenty of time for the briefing,and so everyone was ready to fly 

at the appointed time.The day went off without a hitch,and all of the 25 models registered got 

plenty of air time,with some great flying seen.It was good to see so many members from other clubs 

attend,and they were rewarded with fair weather and great prizes.Once again FLY IN HOBBIES and 

cafe ALTO at Mt. Barker did us proud with top of the line prizes for ever category. 

THE WINNERS WERE AS FOLLOWS........                        

 Ladies Choice Award....Bob Sauer...Fokker D1                   Best Take Off....John Watters...Fokker DVII 

Best Landing....Julie Garratt...clipped wing Piper Cub        Best Scale Flight....Darren Garratt...CAP 10 

                                     Best Overall Scale Performance....Graham Burgess...Sopwith Pup 

 

    



Continued... 

It was a great day,(we counted forty six heads!),and were visited by the local press,so the club got 

quite a spread,(with pics of Julie and Darren Garrett),in the Mt. Barker Courier.  

Despite the  Clipsal 500 keeping a few guys away we had a record turnout.Everyone should put these 

dates on their calendars as Ωƴƻǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ŜǾŜƴǘΩΦ  

There were many highlights for the entrants and spectators alike this weekend,with the big 1/3rd 

scale Sopwith Pup the showstopper.Anyone who does not agree with me that big is better has not 

seen a huge model  in the air.They have such presence,and fly so scale like that even in windy 

conditions the resemblance to the full size is astounding.  

I was also taken by the number ƻŦ ²²L ǿŀǊōƛǊŘǎ  ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘΦ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƪŜǎ ƻŦ CƻƪƪŜǊ 5мΩǎΣCƻƪƪŜǊ 

5±LLΩǎΣŀƴŘ {ƻǇǿƛǘƘǎΦ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǊŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ŀŦƻƻǘΗ 

I was impressed by the quality of the kit and scratch builds there.It just goes to show building is not a 

dying art after all. 

The day was topped off by another yummy lunch presented by our catering committee. Well done 

Noel, Graham and Jenny.Your tireless efforts are so appreciated,and we do so enjoy the food. 

***** ************************************************************************** ***  

I cannot let this opportunity pass to acknowledge,and thank,my dear lady Penny,who turns up time 

after time to charm and welcome our entrants, as she takes their registrations.Penny also persuades 

everyone there to buy heaps of raffle tickets.Not sure how,but hell,as long as she does it.Penny also 

chairs the Ladies Choice selection panel..........Well done the ladies!  
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Continued...  

Those  EAGLE SCALE AIRCRAFT GROUP  boys from the Barossa sure fly some big birds. 

                          I reckon a SMAC visit to their field will have to be organized soon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


