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Hello there again.Well it seems like no time at all has past since the last newsletter, but 
much has happened in that time. Let’s see if I can round it all up. 
 
The fun fly and sausage sizzle to celebrate our club’s birthday was a great day. The 
weather was kind, the turn up was much better than expected, and the fun fly events went 
well. I’m sure the people who turned up and had a go thoroughly enjoyed themselves. 
 
The first event was a spot landing competition. Flyers were given the words “clear for 
take off ”  and did no more than one circuit, and were then asked to land. The closest to 
the flag in the centre of the strip was declared the winner.Our president jokeingly asked, 
if next time there be a prize for “ the furtherest away from the flag”  landing be offered,as 
he figured he would be a shoein to win after his dismal effort. 
I must also add that Brian Lockett’s ‘nose wheel only’  landings were verrrrry interesting 
after his participation. 
 The second event was the ‘Le Mans’  start, with the flyers being asked to choose loops or 
rolls.The flyer that completed  the most of that chosen maneuver in the allotted time of 
two minutes was deemed the winner. 
The winners for the combined events are as follows: 
Novice  
  1st:…Luke Heusler 
  2nd:…Hamish Scott 
  3rd:…Darren Norman 
Bronze Wing 
  1st:…Darren Garrett 
  2nd:…John Watters 
  3rd:... Michael”Marv”  Kuss  
Gold Wing 
  1st:…Brian Lockett 
  2nd:…Alexis Scott 
  3rd :…Alan Turner 
 
My heartiest congratulations and thanks to all the people who helped with the organizing 
of this very successful day, and also to the pilots who participated. I think I speak for all 
when I say even simple events like these are an excellent test of flying skills, and I know 
with more of these types of events our piloting skills can only improve.It also helps bring 
the club,and the members, closer together. 
 
The day was held in good humour, and the feeling was one of helpful good fellowship. 
Well done everyone! 
 
There were a few other events held on the day,and although our official photographer did 
not turn up, we did manage to take a few good group shots ourselves Well done to the 



substitute photographers. We managed to ‘snap’  a good number of happy and well 
behaved looking group of pilots. 
I should also congratulate the ‘cooks’  on the day for a well received sausage sizzle. 
Thanks sincerely to the people who went out of their way to organize it, and indeed to all 
those members who contributed on the day. Thank you and well done. 
 
A very special thanks to Model Flight for their generous donation of prizes.Without this 
kind support it just increases the cost to the club So make sure you visit them for 
supplies, and to say thanks for the sponsorship. 
 
During the meeting that followed, I got a unanimous go ahead for our next event.  
A ‘Club Scale Day’ . The format has yet to be settled, but I can assure you all that it will 
be possible for every level of flyer to participate. 
 
So dust off your scale models, and start practicing ‘scale like flying’ .The most likely 
format will be, each pilot is asked to take up their position on the flight line, and then 
complete a ‘scale like’  take off, To then fly a couple of circuits and include a scale 
maneuver, such as the subject model would normally do. For instance, a scale Cessna 
would NOT DO ‘blenders’ .The pilot should call the maneuver before commencing it,and 
then after completing his scale flying will call ‘ landing’ , and will then be judged on a 
‘scale like’  landing. 
 
The event will be open to novice, bronze, and gold wing pilots. 
 The models entered must be REPLICAS of  full size aircraft. You will not be able to 
enter a model that is ‘ representative’  of a full size plane. We will not be judging static 
scale views, but we will refuse entry to models that are not ‘scale like’ .This event is open 
to kit builds,and also to A.R.F.’s.  SO NO EXCUSES GUYS! 
 
Marks will be awarded for ‘scale like’  take offs and landings, and a ‘K’  factor given to 
the overall impression in the air.Remembering that the scale maneuvers will add to the 
‘K’  factor. I would like to impress upon members that this sort of event is fun, and when 
the spotlight is on a particular scale model and her pilot, it is amazing how one’s 
appreciation of how full size planes behave is increased.Again, it can only improve your 

flying. So get ready, and most of all “be in it” ! ! ! ! !  
 
We may ask for a small entry fee to help with prizes, and depending on sponsorship for 
the event, a prize will be awarded for the best overall scale performance on the day,to be 
judged by the pilots themselves. Also a ladie’s prize for the most appealing looking 
model and flying demonstration,to be judged by the ladies present. 
 
Congratulations 
 
I must congratulate Brian Lockett for the receiving of his Life Member’s badge. An 
important milestone for the club, and certainly added to the day. 
 



Congratulations are due also to Adam Talbot for his amazing effort at the recent 
“DESERT AIRCRAFT CHALLENGE” 
Adam’s sterling effort in “Advanced Large Scale Aerobatics”  class saw him score a 
admirable 4th placing,(considering the number of entries,and popularity of this aspect of 
our sport). 
Adam was most pleased to receive a DESERT AIRCRAFT 100 engine of considerable 
value as his prize. 
The Strathalbyn Model Aircraft Club is gaining recognition as a club of very skillful and 
competitive pilots.  (we can blow our own trumpets if we wish to). 
 
Also to our first female flyer,Julie Garratt. What a thrill it is to have some class in the 
club.It’s about time this hobby attracted a better looking membership. One gets tired of 
looking at the same old farts, ha ha!. Look out for her at the field, and help where you 
can. Well done Julie, “give it to ‘em girl” . 
The club would also like to welcome Hamish Scott and Ethan Parr.These young men 
have chosen to follow our sport,and should be encouraged at every level.Without these 
younger members coming into the club,we do risk becoming a bunch of ‘old farts’ ,and 
fresh ideas have never hurt anyone. 
 
There are two special dates to remember. The first is the upcoming anniversary dinner 
which will be held on the 6th October at the Ashbourne Hotel.This is a saturday evening 
,and with a start time of 6.30pm. It promises to be great night, so show your support and 
be there ! 
 
The second is the club meeting scheduled for the next day, ( sunday the 7th October),and 
it’s very important that we have a good attendance, as we have some issues for discussion 
that have great importance to the club. 
 
 
All for now.  
Remember, the success or otherwise of our club relies on the participation and sharing of 
ideas, knowledge and fellowship. When you are at the club,and if you see a member or a 
visitor, say hello.If he/she is struggling with a model offer to help.Remember,” first 
impressions are lasting impressions” . 
 Let’s all enjoy our time there. 
 
HAPPY FLYING 
 
Alan Turner  
Publicity Officer, S.M.A.C. 
 



 


